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Josiane Simon's Holiday Memory

Dear Fukuoka-Canada Society Members:

First, at the beginning of this new year, this new millennium, [ would like to wish all of you
and your family and friends peace, health, love and happiness. And to the Society, 1 wish a
year filled with activities and fun, and an ever closer link with Canada and Canadians.
Thank you all for your support in 2000, and vorashiku onegaishimasu for 20011

While | spent the 19992000 New Year in Fukuvoka, making sure the bug did not cause
trouble, eating o-sechi ryori and trying my hand af making mechi, I spent the 2000-2001
Christmas and New Year in Canada, with my familyv. 1 thought I would share with yon my
Canadian Christmas, Be careful as you read though. Canada (s a large country, and is a
cultural mosale. As a result, not all Canadians celebrate Christmas and the new year in the
same way!

For my family, Christmsas is the most important celebration of the year. In addition to its
religious meaning, Christmas is the time when the entire family and relatives get together.
Since we live far apart, this time together is especially important.

There are Christmas lights everywhere, and when they sparkle on the snow, it Is magical. On
Christmas eve (that's how we call the night before Christmas), we go to Church to celebrate
the birth of the Child Jesus, The mass lasts about an hour, and [ always enjoy singing
Christmas carols along with the choir. Afer the mass, my brothers and 1 get together at my
parents' house for a meal, and then we exchange presents, Usoally, Santa comes around
during the mass, when evervone is away, and leaves presents under the Christmas tree... Now
there are 3 little children in our family, so Santa brings even more gifts than before. Then, on
the 25th, my mother, father and [ get up early a8 we have to cook and get the house ready for
lunch... My relatives on my mother's side come for lunch. Her family is relatively small, so
we are only 35-40 people.. Many families are much larger, as many families of my parents’
generation had more than 10 children,

We have a traditional French Canadian menu for the occasion: various appetizers, followed
by turkey with stuffing, meat pie, pork stew (with pork legs in it, Christmas is the only time
of the year when we cat that special stew), polatoes, vegelables, salad and pickles. We put
everything on the table and each take what they want. For several years now, we have been
sharing the work, and evervone brings food (we decide in advance who brings what). And of
course every family brings a dessert.. we usually have 10 different kinds or so, all home-
made: bitche de Noé#l (here you simply eall it "Noil", which is the French for Christmas:
biiche means "log", which Is the shape of the cake), fruit cake, maple pie, lemon pie,
raspherry pie, chocolate cake, mousse, choux 4 la créme, fudge.. We have to use folding
tables and benches to it evervone in the same room, and we stay at the table for more than 3
hours. We talk as much as we eal! Some coonsing have to leave early to go to their spouse’s
family for another meal, but several can stay behind and we also have dinner together,
talking more and playing some games, like the ones we have been doing at the Society's
Christmas party.

We continue visiting and receiving relatives and friends the week between Christmas and the
New Year, The New Year is more a party, which we spend with
friends or with family and relatives. In my family, it was never as
big ns Christmas, but in many others, they get together and sing
and dance almost all night.

There were lots of snow this vear, so [ went cross-country skiing,
snow-shoeing, and even went on a dog-sled ride (my sister-in-law
has seven dog and is training them). And of course, 1 went for
many walks, watching the snow fall.

1 did not rest much, but I had a great time. 1 hope you did, tool
Happy New Year - Bonne et heureuse année!
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Think Canada 2001

As mentioned earlier, Canada's missions in Japan
are gearing up lor Think Canada, a festival
scheduled 1o take place across Japan from April to
July 2001. Think Canada 2001 will demonstrate
Canada's strengths and capabilities with dozens of
cultural, commercial, social and political events
across the country. Events cover virtually every
sector: Canadian food, beer and wine events held
throughout the country; tourism, education and
consumer products events; venture capital and
investment seminars; a naval visit to Nagoya
including an onboard showcase of Canadian
technology - the list goes on and on!

In Fukuoka, several hotels have agreed to hold a
Canada Food Fair during the festival period:

- Rihga Royal Hotel Kokura April 1-April 30

- Hotel Nikko April 15-May 30

- Hotel Okura - June 1- June 30

- Hotel New Otani July 1 - August 31

There will also be a Canadian furniture fair
throughout that period at House of Dreams, a
Canadian Fair at Meijiva Sangyou (May 25-27),
and a wine-tasting event (May 12). We also hope to
have an education fair, a cooking workshop, a
construction seminar, and plan to show some
Canadian movies. We will send you a more detailed
schedule when the events are finalized. And do not
forget the Cirque du Soleil which is coming to
Fukuoka very soon! We are also looking at a
Canadian Corner at Uminonakamichi's Flower
Picnic. Please see the separate section on this, If
you like gardening, join us! The Festival will close
with a Gala Dinner for Canada Day on July 1. It
will also be a way of celebrating the Consulate's
10th anniversary. Time flies! 1 hope to see you at
this and other events!
Canadian Consulate
Josiane Simon,Consul
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