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British Colombia feels like Japan

It has been 12 venrs since [ left my hometown Fukuoka and began to stay In
Faselnating Vancouver. | would like to tell you aboat Vancoover where 1 Hvedn
recent years, o lot of retirees have made o permanent home in Vancouver; alio, the
number of people who spend snly comfortable summer in Vancouver, witheut ale
conditioning, hos alsoe ncreased. Without air conditioner?! That's true, Vancouver
is fabulows for me who was barn aod raised in Fukuoka, Vancouver in the summer
Is wery comflortable! 1 have an attachment to the weather. Though beanty in
Vancouver is very different from Japan, | almost feel that this refined and quiet
ploce is lke my home city. It is often hard to believe that it is a fordgn country,
These days there are lots of pink cherry hlossoms in Yancoover. When 1 see ihis
scene, it brings bock good memories of a graduation ceremony, an entrance
ceremony and HANAMIviewing plenic) with spring scent reviving me every year,
You might think why are there Jup cherry bl ng in u foreign country.
Actunlly, it is the result of a long term cultural exchange between British Colombia
and Japan.

Canuda is generally called o mosuic notion, People living in Canada hove been
muklng every effort (o lnd thelr dentity as one nathon while regarding each racial
culture, Respect for different cultures s part of the government's policies. The
government has been cultivating asd giving sssistance to caltural preservation in
order to attaln an independent character Tor Canadian soclety. Nisel and Sansed
have followed Japanese culture and tradition. When 1 look into the roots of
Jupan's connecthon with British Colombla, the arrival of Manzo Nagano in British
Colombin, the prince of Japanese immigrants, who was from Nagasaki, was in
1877, He salled on o British boat and after two months, he londed in British
Colombin, The records are unfortunately unsure beenuse of smuoggling. The
exchange between Jupan and Canada started in Taisho, starting with green tea,
nnd silk, rice and then pottery followed, and Inter mandarin oranges were
exported (o Canada from Japan. Most immigrant Japanese moved into BC and
were on the payralls of Tactories and Msherles, There was a Japanese lown beside
Gas Town (fomous for its steam clock). Twenty three odd Jupanese-Canadians
lived there before the World War [1. However the tragedy of the outbreak of the
war maule it necessary for them o move inland, Now more than thinty thousand
Jupanese-Canadian pnd Japanese live in the Vancouver nren.

It is interesting that Inazo Nitobe printed on the Japanese five thousand yen He
weted us o " Bridgehend for Pacific' and was struck down by flness in Vietoria, BC,
There is his memorial garden at the University of British Colombia. There are alsa
o lot of Canodian students who are interested in Japan, and are taking Japanese
publie leciures,

Now, there is NIKKEI PLACE for the Nlkkel community in Burnaby that is beside
Vancouver. The housing institution "New SAKURA SOU (this s o rental
npartmeni building lfor senlors) has 34 rooms providing an indeposdent 1ife Tor s
residents, It is possible to be sdapted both to Canadion and Japanese ways of life,
"NIEKEI CULTURAL CENTER', which is going tn be focus of the setivities of
Nikkei and the exchange between Japan and Conada, opened last year. The
construction of a housing Institution with 56 private rooms will spen this spring.
This is going to be the biggest Nikkel general institetion in Canads, The dreams of
Nikkei are coming into realization.Canada i becoming an aging soclety like Japun.
Although Japanese living in the Nikkei institution have Cansdian natienality, it is
possible Tor them to spend time in o Japanese environment, for example binguge,
custom and Tood, 1t provides a foundation for future expansion.

# There are the secular requirements for Hiving in s sender’s,

Canada has been extending wellure services, It B well supplicd with living
accommodations. You can understand that Cansda has a high popularity for
people from oversee, for those reasons. The system of social wellare in Canoda, it |s
interesting for future reference in Japian. 1 will report more in next Val,
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I have been teaching Japanese culture "ETEGAMI' (Letter with drawing) in my
cluss that | opened last year at the NATIONAL NIKKE]I HERITAGE CENTER. 1
realteed that the colture and tradition of Japan have been trewsuved oversess, 1t s
certainly true in Cansda. § would ke to tell you more sbout Japan in Canada.
There ks the Fukuoka Kenjinkal (community formed by people from Fokuoksa)
that has 100 members. Surprisingly there are o lot of people from Fukuoeka. 1
suggest it o Canadians who want to visht Japan. | have many things io tell them,
inclading how lovely a city Fukuoka ! | meet a lot of Cansdian through my
work, When [ met one guy who had studied in Fukuobka, be just staried speaking
In dinlect, "Hakata-Ben' Muently. He had studied in Fukuoka while he was in high
school. He said that he missed Fukuoks very much, He also sald that pesple in
Fukuolin are very warm, the same os Yancouver.

1 feel that prople in Fukuoks and Yancouver have some similar characteristios |
will give you more hot information on Camnda soon!l!
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Josiane Simon, Consul

It is now springtime, with a warmer breeze and heautiful Nowers in Fuknoka.
And with it come Easter, and also maple syrup 'le temps des
sucres' (sugaring off) scason!! 1 would like to share with you some Easter
memaries from home. #ithe way people celebrate Easter across Canada
varies(some people do not celebrate it) and also depend on individual beliefs

Al Enster, at home, we started getting ready several weeks ahead, by making
sure our parents did not break egpgs when making cokes or omelettes, but
rather pierced a small whole at both ends and emptied them withouot
breaking the shell. We then washed the shells. We would use paint or
markers and start decorating eur eggs with lines, dots, Mowers, and little
animals. ... They were really colourful. My parents would them put a string
through them and we would hang the eggs at the window, to decorate for
Easter. We really enjoyed making them, and then seeing the sun shining on
them!

With spring, the maple sap starts running and it's maple season! This is a
great time of the year, when family and friends assemble at the fo enjoy a
traditional meal (ham, eggs and omeletie, potatoes, pancakes, etc., all with
maple syrup!). For dessert, there are dumplings boiled in maple syrup and
then of course the "tire sur la neige” (maple toffee on snow), which is maple
syrup brought to a boil and a temperature of 113.8F and
then poured on snow. It is simply delicious! (Similar to
kakigoori!) You can try it on vanilla ice cream or on finely
crushed jee! It's also an eccasion to walk around in the
woonds and see the maple trees from which the sap is
collected to make the syrup. It takes 40 liters of sap to
make one liter of syrup!
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