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Dear Friends from
the Fukuoka-Canada Society

Que le temps file! How time Mies! 2001 is behind us, and
we have already been walking into 2002 for a few weeks. 1
look forward to meeting with you all over the course of the
year, and know that | can count on your continued
support.

The year 2001 was a busy one for us at the Consulate. It
marked the 10th anniversary of the establishment of the
Canadian Consulate in Fukuoka, and it also saw months of
intense activities under the Think Canada - Pensez Canada
2001 Festival. 1 would like to take this opportunity again
to thank all our pariners, supporters, and participants in
the various events.

In 2002, we expect to see more Canadian-made planes fy
over the Kyoshu skies, more Canadian houses built, more
Canadian food sold at local restaurants, hotels and
supermarkets, more Canadian technologies used in various
aspects of daily life in Japan. There should also be a
number of Canada Fairs where you can stock up on
Canadian goodies. And our new Ambassador, Robert G.
Wright, will be making his first visit to Kyushu. 1 look
forward to working with the Fukuoka-Canada Society
Secretariat and volunteers in organizing a variety of
events.,

As those of you who attended the 3rd Christmas party of
the Fukooka-Canada Society in December will know, 2002
also marks the beginning of a new life for me. When you
will read this, I will probably be back from a special
Christmas-New Year holiday during which I will have
gotten married. Nothing will change at work - 1 will not
change my name either! - but [ lock forward to
introducing Charles to you, and he leoks forward to
meeling you as well, and help me deepen the ties between
Fukuoka and Canada.

I onderstand that a group from the Society will be
travelling to Canada later this year. This trip, like the first
one in the fall of 2000, will no doubt assist in strengthening
our bilateral ties, and give you an opportunity to learn
about lesser know faces of Canada.

To a wonderful 2002! Mes meilleurs voeux pour 20021

Josiane Simon
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Happy New Year evervone! [ only hope that such a tragedy we
had last vear would not happen again so that everyone in the world
can all live in peace this vear.

At a time when everything seems to be in darkness, We would like
to bring you a great story about housing in Canada [ reported by a
permanent Japanese resident who has lived in Vancouver for 30
years, What vou hear may sound like a dream, but who knows?
Some of vou may be thinking of living in Canada and vour dream
might come (rue some day. Ms.Yagisawa, originally from
Yokohama, a sister city of Yancouver, makes tours of real estates
in Canada like a hobby and loves Fukuoka with important business
connections there. So here is the report from Ms. Yagisawa.
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We had quite a lot of rainfall from November through December,
winter being the rainy season in Vancouver, Thanks to the rain,
wi do not have to worry about water shortage in summer.
However, not a few residents here get fed up with the persistent
rain that comes topether with winter time bringing low
temperature and less daylight time. They never get vsed to it
although its an annual event,

Mountains in the north seen through the low hanging clouds are
already completely white with snow. They make us realize that a
season for skiers and snowhoarders has finally arrived. Whistler
and Blackcom should be lively at this time of the year, but foreign
tourists are on the decrease this year and it is obviously a big blow
for companies depending on tourism. It is starting to affect various
sectors and Christmas this vear seemed a little quiet.

Today, 1 would like to tell vou about the trends of real estates and
housing in Cannda.

Influenced by interest rates which marked the lowest in the past 40
years, the total sales of housing in the Greater Vancouver in
November hit the highest in history with $73,653,628, Compared
with the same month last year, sales of houses went up by 46%
with the average price per house being 369,000 dollars(approx.
33.00million yen), townhouses 65% up and 285,000 dollars{approx.
19.00 milllon yen), and condominiums 50.7% up and 174,000
dollars (approx. 14.50 million yen) . One of the factors behind this
would be the low prices which went dewn by 3.6% . This
remarkable record can be ascribed to the feasible market created
by low prices and interest rates. On the other hand, however, it is
true that many roughhewn condominiums and townhouses do
exist, with leaks and falling of exterior walls happening within a
few years after purchase, despite the fact that the problem has
been pointed out in the past few yvears. It is necessary to study your
buy carefully and purchase an insurance hefore acquiring 4 new
house,

In recent years, we used to have a sharp increase of Asian buyers
since before the return of Hong Kong to mainland China but that
is gone mow. The trend now is that a lot of business take place
within the local communily and a great opportunity has been
created for the voung generation to buy their dream house made
possible by the falling of real estate prices.

Interest rates are still low and highly affordable market continues
to exist with 4.6 % for housing loans for one vear, 575 % for 3
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years and 6.85 % for five years,

The interest rates can still go down depending on how you would
negotiate with yvour bank. Financial institutions hope that this
will help promote economic recovery. The influence is expected to
last until next spring and attention is focused on when and how the
economic recovery will take place, Coupled with the bus strike we
had in summer, sales of downtown condominiums went up and it
was not seldom that purchses were made at higher prices than
those originally set up. The attractive side of it was that vou could
go to work on feot without relying on any transportation.

In Canada, people think about their home a little differently from
those in Japan where houses are often handed down from
generation to generation. They choose the size and location of
their house according to the size or situation of the family.
Newlyweds choose an apartment in the central part of the city or
near their work place, move (o a larger house with more space in
the suburhs after they have a child and raise Kids there, move to a
school district of their preference if they are serious about
cducation, and finally move to a condominium in the suburbs
where they can see the ocean or to the central arca considering
transportation after their children have grown up. This is what
most people think.

What is most different from houses in Japan is the space. Take a
house, for instance. It usnally has 3 bedrooms, only designed to be
used for sleeping, comprising the couples bedroom and 2
bedrooms for children, cach equipped with closets. The living
room has the space of about 20 tatami mais capable of being
installed with a big sofa and a huge set of furniture plos TV and
stereo sels, ete. The adjoining dining reom, mainly for guests, is
furnished with a table, chairs and a decorative cupboard. There is
a study or library called den, and a kitchen with a large
refrigerator, a dishwasher, an oven and a stove which is mostly
electrie.

Other than these, you will find bathrooms for the family and
guests, and in most houses a basement with the same space as the
floor space.,

In the basement are installed boilers for central heating, large hot
water heater for kitchen and bath, and a family room with TV and
steren sefs, game machines, a pingpong table and a pool table for
family enjoyvment and recreation. Many houses have over 10
rooms including those for Sunday carpentering and guests.

So now, you can see why people in Canada change their house and
the location according to the size of the family and their lifestyle.

You might be getting envious. Then, why not visit Canadian
homes for yoursell?
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