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Boone et henreuse annee 2004!
A happy 2004 to all Fukuoka-Canada
Society members and their families.

May the new vear be [illed with peace and happiness.

The year 2003 was a busy one, and 2004 will be even more so, The
year 2004 is a special one as it marks 75 years of hilateral
diplomatic presence in the Canada-Japan relationship and the
centenary of Canada's Trade Commissioner Service in Japan. Some
special activities we are planning, such as concerts by Les Petits
Chanteurs de Laval, the "Memuories of Canada-Prince Tokamado's
Visual Legacy” exhibition, and Canadian movies are introduced in
this 1ssue of Maple, and you can find out about other activities in
future issues, or by visiting our website, www.canadanet.or jp.
We invile you to take part in these events and encourage you 1o
introduce this celebratory element into Japan-related activities that
you may be planning for 2004, In particular, we will be looking for
host families, just for one night, to host young Canadians who are
part of a Canadian choir coming to Kyushu. This could be a great
experience for you and your family. I also hope that many of you
will attend the concerts they will be giving, in Kitakyushu, Fukuoka
and Nagasaki.

I hope you enjoyed the 2003 Christmas Party. It was my 5th
Christmas Party with you, and it has become & popular tradition that
people look forward to. 1 would like to thank and congratulate the
Fukuoka-Canada Society organizers and members for this success,
I have also noticed the spread of Christmas decorations and
illumination in Tenjin and across Fukuoka. It is wonderful, and 1

enjoyed strolling and watching them. In Canada, the Christmas

decorations and illumination are displayed until after the New Year,

so [ had a chance to see them, too, during my trip to Canada. The
illumination on Parliament Hill and across Canada is also
wonderful, and I hope that many of you will get an opportunity to

see it some day,
In closing, | would also like to thank you for your friendship and

support of Canadian interests and activities in 2003, and say

"yoroshiku onegai shimasu" for 2004, Merci!

Josiane Simon
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