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Happy New Year!

I hope vou all had time for rest and relaxation during
the holidays. It was my son's first Christmas and we
celebrated along with his aunts, uncles, cousins and
grandma and grandpal It was so nice to have the whole
family together during this special time of vear.

I really enjoved meeting so many of wvou at the
Christmas Party this vear. My family and I appreciated
the warm welcome we received from vou all and we
look forward to many more events together. Thank you
to the Fukuoka-Canada Society secretariat and members
for all the work that went into this event. We can't wait
until next vear!

We are slowly but surely getting used to our life here in
Fukuoka. After being here for 3 months, I don't get lost
when riding my bike anymore and I alwavs take the
right bus! We have enjoved exploring the city with its
beautiful museums, parks and delicious restaurants. 1
am especially looking forward to day trips to the
different onsens in the area. It is nice to be back in
Kyushu,

It looks like 2005 will be another busy year for the
Canadian Consulate. Since April of last year, we became
a staff of 4 and, as a result, along with our traditional
sectors—food, housing and building products and
consumer products we will be looking to get involved in
new areas such as fuel cells and the environment. I am
confident there will be many opportunities for Canadian
and Japanese companies to work together in these areas.
There will be several trade shows and events
throughout the year and we hope to see many of you
along the way!

On the culture side, we look forward to a special event
with the Fukuoka-Canada Society in February entitled
“Celebrating Canadian Diversity”. This will be a good
chance to hear about Canadian pavilion at the World
Exhibition in Aichi as well as an opportunity to learn
more about the Canadian Mosiac. You can find out
about other activities in future issues of Maple, or by
visiting our website, www.canadanet.or.jp.

I hope during my three years here in Fukuoka I will
have time to get to know you all better. I will count on
yvour support and friendship in our promotion of
Canadian interests and activities throughout 2005.

Bonne et heureuse année 2005! A happy 2005 to all
Fukuoka-Canada Society members and their families,
May the new year be filled with peace and happiness.

Andrea Clements
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